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Summary Notes 
 

1. Lien Sale Law changes from $100 to $500; Action Item: Next Steps? 
 

Raymond Costantino presented on the California Boating Law, Article 4. Boater Lien Law, 
Section 507.5-Distribution of proceeds of sale.  Raymond discussed a short coming of the 
current legislation, which allows for vessels to be sold at lien sales minimum of $100-$125 
dollars to cover the cost of DMV fees (publication fees, postage and service of notice) and by 
default promotes off-loading of derelict or almost-derelict vessels by lien holders. Typically a 
vessel that is sold at these prices has a short life span, quickly ending up abandoned and the 
cost of removal can add up to be considerably more than the lien sale minimum.  There have 
been discussions of increasing the lien sale minimum to $500 dollars and jointly promoting 
the Vessel Turn-In Program (VTIP) for the disposal of vessels worth less. It was discussed 
that this could reduce the number of vessels that are eventually abandoned through this 
method and would not cost prospective lienholders (such as marina operators) any 
additional expense since derelict vessels could be turned-in through the VTIP instead of lien 
sales at the minimum amount. No one disagreed that this may be a venue for further 
exploration. 
 

2. Funding – Conversation on funding resources 
 

The group discussed several funding resources, such as Division of Boating and Waterways, 

Abandoned Watercraft Abatement Fund (AWAF), Vessel Turn-in Program (VTIP), and Cal 

Recycle funding. However, the general sentiment is that funding is limited beyond these sources.  

The group discussed where different jurisdictions are getting funding for Abandoned Vessel 

(AV) removal.  Peter Pelkofer shared a legislative proposal to use some percentage of oil 

production revenues and direct it towards AV cleanup work. State Lands Commission would get 

steady revenue from this source if pursued further.  

 

The group also identified challenges with DMV’s administrative processes that seems to 

facilitate, rather than prevent, the abandonment of vessels and also does not fully collect the 

funds allocated to AV removal. Group voiced a variety of issues and challenges, some of which 

are listed here: 1. DMV sends out two renewal notices for vessels and does not pursue a lapse in 

vessel registration, 2. revenue is lost by not pursuing vessel registration renewals-AWAF is 

funded thru the renewal fees, 3. DMV determines that lapsed registrations are too petty to 



  

pursue, 4. DMV registers all sorts of vessels including small crafts that are under the boat length 

requirements, 5. No tracking on who owns which vessel and when registration expires.   

 

A suggestion was offered to conduct VIN verification for boats prior to DMV registration and 

have law enforcement/administrator come out to marina or where boat is parked and verify if the 

boat is seaworthy or not. If law enforcement denies the recommendation of seaworthiness, then 

DMV will refuse it. This would be a more proactive approach.  

 

Given that there were many suggestions for how DMV’s process/administration could be 

improved, DPC recommended that a meeting with DMV would be the next logical step where 

complaints and suggestions could be voiced.  DPC committed to coordinating a meeting with 

DMV. A list of issues and recommendations would be compiled in advance of a meeting with 

DMV. 

 

It was recommended that the tax assessor’s records for boats in each of the Delta Counties be 

reviewed. Counties can provide information on the DMV. The group asked if marina citation 

monies go back to counties for AV removal. One goal is to track what monies counties are 

collecting from infractions and what portion is directed towards AV removal.  

 

3. Inventory/ Designated Projects List 
 

Raymond discussed the value of investing in an AV inventory for Delta Region, one which US 

Coast Guard has started compiling. Group thought that tracking of AV may be more useful for 

State Agency to assess the full extent of the problem and use this information to develop a scope 

of problem, to demonstrate the need, request increased funding for AV removal, etc. However, in 

most cases local agencies do not have the same urgency to track AV. Especially since AV have a 

tendency to float away and this provides a challenge for accuracy in any tracking system.  Many 

AV move from one Marina to another. Susan Sykes suggested the City of Santa Barbara tracking 

system, which has a water hazards list that includes AV and is tracked pretty thoroughly.  Maybe 

boaters have issues with marina’s tracking vessels from marina to marina. 

  

Group brought up issue of AV moving from one jurisdiction to another and thus transferring the 

problem. There were several examples of AV that moved from Richardson Bay/ San Francisco 

to Delta or vice versa.  Several marinas and Little Connector slough were identified as problem 

locations for AV. Other problems include large barges. 

 

Justin Houde from US Coast Guard at Rio Vista Station, presented on their tracking effort for 

AV in the Delta and their progress on mapping of all the AV in 5 Delta counties. 

 

4. Announcements 

1. Update on Oakland Estuary and Polaris cleanups- State Lands Commission 

 

2. VTIP Getting the Word Out - Disseminating DBW Vessel Turn-In Program 

Information in Delta; VTIP Outreach- Applications due April 30
th

. 

 
The meeting adjourned at 12 noon. 

 

 

https://www.google.com/search?rls=com.microsoft:en-US:IE-Address&q=vise+versa&spell=1&sa=X&ei=rmrgUqu5J4vyoATHoYKoDw&ved=0CCQQvwUoAA


 

 

 

Meeting Attendees: 

Jack Michael, Recreational Boaters of California 

Walt Vance, Recreational Boater of California 

Peter Pelkofer, State Lands Commission 

Doug Powell, Contra Costa County Sheriff 

Marc Warren, Sacramento County Sheriff 

Fred Rodriguez, Sacramento County Sheriff 

Tim Baffico, Solano County Sherriff 

Scott Maberry, Sacramento County Sheriff 

Gary Madison, Contra Costa County Sheriff 

Justin Houde, U.S. Coast Guard 

Carey Pehl, San Joaquin County Sheriff 

Joe Silva, San Joaquin Sherriff 

Bill Richford, San Joaquin Sherriff 

Susan Sykes, Division of Boating and Waterways 

Ramona Fernandez, Division of Boating and Waterways 

Adrienne Klien- Bay Conservation Development Commission (via teleconference) 

Erik Vink, Delta Protection Commission 

Raymond Costantino, Delta Protection Commission 

 


